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NOT VOTING—25 

Barton 
Brown (FL) 
Bucshon 
DesJarlais 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Fincher 
Gohmert 

Griffith 
Guinta 
Hastings 
Johnson, Sam 
Lamborn 
Lynch 
Marchant 
Miller (FL) 
Nugent 

Palazzo 
Reichert 
Ross 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Swalwell (CA) 
Westmoreland 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KELLY of Mississippi) (during the vote). 
There are 2 minutes remaining. 

b 1209 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-

ably detained for rollcall vote 495. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
495, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall vote 
494, the vote on the Motion to Recommit H.R. 
5424, the Investment Advisers Modernization 
Act of 2016, had I been able to vote, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on rollcall vote 495, the vote 
on Final Passage of H.R. 5424, the Invest-
ment Advisers Modernization Act of 2016, had 
I been able to vote, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

b 1215 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for the purpose of giving us 
the schedule for the next week. 

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, on Monday the House 
will meet at noon for morning hour and 
2 p.m. for legislative business. Votes 
will be postponed until 6:30 p.m. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, the 
House will meet at 10 a.m. for morning 
hour and noon for legislative business. 

On Thursday, the House will meet at 
9 a.m. for legislative business. 

On Friday, no votes are expected in 
the House. 

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider 
a number of suspensions next week, a 
complete list of which will be an-
nounced by close of business today. 

The House will also consider H.R. 
3590, the Halt Tax Increases on the 
Middle Class and Seniors Act, spon-
sored by Representative MARTHA 
MCSALLY. This critical bill will prevent 
Americans with high healthcare costs 
from facing a tax increase next year. 

Additionally, the House will consider 
H.R. 5620, the VA Accountability First 

and Appeals Modernization Act, spon-
sored by Representative JEFF MILLER, 
which ensures that employees at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs are 
held accountable for misconduct or 
poor performance. This bill will also 
modernize the disability appeals proc-
ess to reduce the unacceptable backlog 
of claims. 

The House will also consider H.R. 
5226, the Regulatory Integrity Act, 
sponsored by Representative TIM 
WALBERG, which is a commonsense bill 
requiring agencies to publish informa-
tion about proposed regulations on 
their Web sites. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the House will 
consider H.R. 5351, sponsored by Rep-
resentative JACKIE WALORSKI, which 
prohibits the transfer of any individ-
uals detained at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for that schedule. I 
won’t discuss any of the bills that the 
gentleman mentioned on the schedule, 
but I do want to note a couple of ab-
sences. One is, of course, the con-
tinuing resolution. 

As the gentleman knows, after next 
week where the CR is not included, we 
have 9 legislative days left before the 
scheduled adjournment. As the gen-
tleman knows, we have not passed a 
single appropriations bill. And without 
finding fault with either side—because 
I know each side thinks the other side 
is at fault—the fact remains we have 
not passed a single appropriations bill. 

So there is no alternative to a con-
tinuing resolution, and we must pass a 
continuing resolution if the govern-
ment is going to operate on October 1 
in the new fiscal year. The limited 
number of days in session—9 days after 
next week. 

There are reports that the House Re-
publicans are already divided on how 
long the CR ought to be, whether or 
not we ought to go into the 115th Con-
gress or not. Representative TOM COLE 
was quoted as saying, ‘‘Since we’re all 
drawing our checks, we ought to actu-
ally do our job and get it done’’—mean-
ing the appropriations process and the 
funding of the government—‘‘and rec-
ognize that the next administration 
and the next Congress are going to 
have plenty to do and to deal with on 
their own and not throw additional 
work at them because we are either too 
lazy or incompetent to do our work.’’ 

That is Representative TOM COLE, 
one of the senior Members of this body, 
a former chairman of the campaign 
committee, and a respected Member of 
this body. 

Mr. Leader, I believe we ought to 
pass a CR as soon as possible, consider 
it as soon as possible. My own belief is 
that it ought to be short-term. I be-
lieve many people share that view. Ap-
parently, Senator MCCONNELL shares 
that view as well. 

It is my understanding the Senate is 
going to consider such a CR and send it 
to us. Obviously, it is our responsi-
bility on fiscal matters under the Con-

stitution to move pieces of legislation. 
They may well amend theirs into a 
House bill, as I am sure you know that 
both sides do from time to time. 

Can you tell me, A, how long do you 
expect the CR—first of all, when do you 
believe we will consider a continuing 
resolution to fund government past 
September 30? Secondly, how long do 
you think that CR will extend? Third-
ly, as we did last year, is it your expec-
tation that we will do an omnibus in 
December in the lameduck? 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Well, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

I do want to just clarify one of your 
statements. Surely the gentleman did 
not mean from the point that no appro-
priations bills have passed this floor 
because six have passed. They just have 
not been sent to the President. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, as the gentleman and I both 
know, no appropriations bills have 
been enacted. As I pointed out, forget-
ting about who is to blame—and I am 
sure you and I have different perspec-
tives on that—the fact of the matter is 
they haven’t passed, and they haven’t 
been signed by the President. When I 
say ‘‘passed,’’ that’s the Congress. 
They haven’t passed the Congress, and 
the President hasn’t signed any. So 
there is no possibility we are going to 
pass one or more of those bills. 

As you know, there are 12 appropria-
tions bills to fund government. We 
haven’t passed one of them. It doesn’t 
look like we are going to pass any of 
them, so we are going to need a CR. So 
my question relates to the CR. There 
are three points. 

I thank the gentleman for clarifying 
it. 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for clarifying. 

Just one more little clarification, if 
the gentleman may. All 12 of the appro-
priations bills have passed out of com-
mittee. So it is our desire to finish that 
work. 

Yes, it looks as though we will be 
into a continuing resolution. We have 
funding up until September 30. It is our 
intent to have that done before we de-
part. We will not depart without fin-
ishing that work. 

The duration is up for discussion, and 
we have been having discussions on 
both sides of the aisle about that. But 
as soon as that decision is made, Mem-
bers will be advised when the floor ac-
tion is scheduled. But I assure the gen-
tleman it will be done before any Mem-
ber is departing. 

Mr. HOYER. Well, I presume that. I 
presume that the majority—and I will 
say this, that for whatever reasons— 
and your party is in control of both the 
House and the Senate. Yes, we have the 
Presidency, the Democrats, but no bills 
have reached his desk. Whether they 
got out of committee or not, no bills 
have reached his desk. 
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You and I both know getting out of 

committee means nothing. Nothing 
happens because it gets out of com-
mittee, other than it is eligible to 
come to the floor. Beyond that, noth-
ing happens with respect to funding 
government. And your party is in the 
majority. It is not a question of blame. 
It is a question of no bill has passed 
from the Congress to the President of 
the United States for signature. He 
hasn’t vetoed any bills because they 
haven’t gotten to him. So we need to 
adopt a CR. 

I think the gentleman is correct that 
we are not going to go home, I pre-
sume, without passing a CR. The gov-
ernment was shut down for 16 days 
some years ago because we wouldn’t re-
peal the Affordable Care Act. I don’t 
presume that is going to happen this 
time. 

I certainly hope that we address the 
CR. It is not scheduled for next week. 

I am going to discuss another subject 
in just a second that should have been 
scheduled, in my view, this week. But 
we did bills that, frankly, aren’t going 
to pass or be sent to the President. We 
spent a full week—otherwise known as 
25 percent of the time—that is sched-
uled for us to be here before the elec-
tion. 

Next week, it will make it 50 percent 
of the time, and still no CR is being 
brought forward. We left town in July 
without passing the Senate bill—it 
passed 68–30, a bipartisan bill—to ad-
dress the critical health crisis con-
fronting the American people, Zika. 
You don’t schedule that for next week 
either on your schedule, Mr. Leader. 

I am very concerned. I think America 
is very concerned. Certainly, on this 
side of the aisle, we are very concerned. 

I want to make a representation here 
publicly, so that America will know 
and you will know, that I am prepared 
to say that almost everybody in our 
caucus—I would say ‘‘unanimous,’’ but 
I haven’t talked to everybody—is ready 
to pass the bipartisan Senate bill, 
which passed 68–30, which would appro-
priate $1.1 billion. 

Tony Fauci was on the Hill, who is 
the director of NIH’s NIAID, National 
Institute of Allergies and Infectious 
Diseases, which of course Zika falls 
within the ambit of his expertise and 
authority. 

b 1230 

He has said as of October 1, he is 
going to have no money to deal with 
the development of a vaccine. I know 
the gentleman is as concerned as I am 
because we have talked about setting 
up funds for disasters; and this is a 
health crisis, obviously a disaster. 

Let me ask the gentleman if he ex-
pects Zika funding to come to the floor 
either with the CR or as a separate bill, 
and again, I represent to him, I believe 
every Democrat—I haven’t talked to 
every Democrat, but I believe every 
Democrat will support the bipartisan 
Senate bill which passed 68–30, which 
appropriates money and has the virtue, 

unlike the conference report, which the 
House added poison pill language that 
they knew neither the Democrats 
would support in the House nor the 
Senate nor would the President sup-
port, undermining, frankly, the ability 
to have health services delivered in 
Puerto Rico to women, the epicenter of 
the Zika crisis. 

It should have been no surprise that 
that was not going to be supported, and 
the President made it very clear he was 
not going to support it. We need to 
reach a compromise. The Senate 
reached a compromise. I urge the ma-
jority leader to address this and bring 
it to the floor. I tell him, he will have 
my full support and engagement for 
the Senate bill, which was a bipartisan 
bill. 

I yield to my friend to let us know 
when he expects to deal with this crit-
ical health crisis confronting the 
American people. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Before I begin, I want to thank the 
gentleman. At the very beginning of 
this crisis, you and I sat together. At 
the very beginning of this crisis, you 
and I compiled a group of Members on 
both sides of the aisle with the exper-
tise to deal with it. $600 million quick-
ly went out the door to fight it, to 
combat it. The Senate approved $1.1 
billion. 

I am somewhat excited to hear that 
all the Democrats will change their 
mind now and vote for the bill because 
I would like to remind the gentleman 
that in June this House took up this 
issue because we knew what would hap-
pen in the summer. We know what is 
transpiring in Florida because we pre-
dicted that it would because it was al-
ready happening in Puerto Rico, but 
that was not the case on this floor that 
night. Everyone on the other side said 
‘‘no.’’ 

Well, you know what, in the Senate, 
they have taken this up three times. 
Your side of the aisle decided to leave 
without dealing with this issue. They 
could have dealt with this issue this 
week. This is the exact amount of 
money that the Senate voted for unani-
mously over there—maybe not unani-
mously, but bipartisanly. This is not 
one to play politics with. We did our 
job here. 

It is quite ironic that in clarification 
on your past remark saying Repub-
licans are in the majority here, yes, 
that is true, and you saw that happen. 
The rules in the Senate are much dif-
ferent, where it empowers the minority 
to stop. That is why we are talking 
about a CR. But this should not be the 
case. You could have challenged your 
colleagues in that Senate, in your 
party, to stop the filibuster, that the 
people should not have to wait. 

We have been in those rooms to-
gether. I know your desire. When you 
and I talked about putting the emer-
gency funding together, you know 
what, that is an appropriations issue. 
We need this to get done. They need 

the money. We need to combat it, and 
we need to continue to monitor it. 
That is why we dealt with this in June. 

That is why I have the frustration 
that I have. Even when we came back 
this week, the Senate Democrats were 
in the exact same place they were be-
fore. This money goes to the commu-
nity centers in Puerto Rico, exactly as 
the President requested. 

So it is not a time to play politics. It 
is not a time to get frustrated about a 
different issue that you had that night 
so you couldn’t vote ‘‘yes.’’ That is the 
truth behind this, and that is wrong. 

Mr. HOYER. I could get very ani-
mated in my answer. The fact of the 
matter is, what the majority leader 
represents, in my view, is inaccurate. 
The Senate sent us a bipartisan bill, 
and because you think you needed to 
serve some of your most hard-line 
Members, you made it a political bill. 
And we were not going to take it. We 
are not going to see you eliminate 
Planned Parenthood, which over-
whelmingly is the—listen to me, Mr. 
Majority Leader. I listened to you re-
spectfully. 

The bill eliminated Planned Parent-
hood services and funding to deliver 
services in Puerto Rico, the epicenter 
of this disease. And you put other leg-
islation in that bill you knew was un-
acceptable to us. The Senate did not do 
that because they need 60 votes, which 
means they need to come to a bipar-
tisan agreement. You rejected a bipar-
tisan agreement on your side of the 
aisle. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KELLY of Mississippi). The Chair would 
remind Members to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the major-
ity party rejected the bipartisan legis-
lation that came from the Senate with 
68 votes. That is more than two-thirds 
of the Senate. Half of the Republicans 
in the United States Senate passed 
that bill over to us, and we could have 
passed it. 

I know some people said we needed 
the $1.1 billion, but I will tell you, had 
you brought that bill to the floor with-
out adding political aspects to it that 
you knew we would not support, it 
would have passed. You could have 
passed it on your own, but you chose to 
make it a political bill. And we are not 
going to accept that because the Amer-
ican—you are right, Mr. Speaker, the 
American people deserve that we deal 
with this issue now. 

The President asked for this money 
on February 22. We are now at Sep-
tember 10, Mr. Speaker, and we have 
not dealt with this except in a way 
that, frankly, the majority party knew 
would not be acceptable, would not be 
bipartisan, would not pass the Senate, 
and would not be signed by the Presi-
dent. 

It is, I say with all due respect, Mr. 
Majority Leader, not credible to say 
because we didn’t take what you want-
ed to jam down our throat when we had 
an agreement—not everybody agreed. I 
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understand some people on my side 
said, oh, no, 1.1 is not enough, and I 
frankly don’t think it is enough. But it 
is a very substantial sum that would 
enable NIH to pursue vaccines and pur-
sue other matters in Puerto Rico and 
Florida and other places in this Nation 
to keep our people safe. 

So I tell the majority leader, again, 
bring the bipartisan bill passed to us 
by the United States Senate with 68 
votes. Bring it to the floor as a House 
bill and we will pass it, and that is why 
I tell the majority leader, Mr. Speaker, 
that I believe every Member on my side 
of the aisle will vote for that, not be-
cause they believe $1.1 billion will be 
sufficient to address this problem. 

Leader PELOSI makes the very cogent 
point, Mr. Speaker, the Director of 
CDC says that it will cost $10 million 
per child who suffers from 
microcephaly, which is the result of 
Zika. Very frankly, in Brazil they 
found that the results go beyond that. 
$10 million. If 200 children get 
microcephaly, that gets to the dollars 
that the President wants from us to 
prevent this horrible consequence to 
the children and to the families of 
America. 

So I say with all due respect, Mr. Ma-
jority Leader, you can say all you 
want—and I know the spin: the Demo-
crats in the Senate are holding this up. 
I do not accept that. I think it is inac-
curate. What is holding it up is putting 
in items in a bill that is absolutely es-
sential, gratuitously, that you know 
we will object to as opposed to doing 
what the Senate did, Mr. Speaker, and 
that is reaching a bipartisan agree-
ment. It is very tough to reach bipar-
tisan agreements in this House because 
we have a group in this House who 
wants to wag the dog. And that is not 
what the American people expect. 

I want to say, Mr. Speaker, that I 
have great respect for the majority 
leader, and he is accurate. We do sit 
down, we work together, and we can 
come to bipartisan agreements. We 
didn’t sit down on this. The conference 
report was not signed by a single Dem-
ocrat. There was no doubt that when it 
came to this House floor, there were no 
Democrats on that conference report, 
and we had no debate. 

Now, one of the reasons we had no de-
bate—I want to make it clear because 
the majority leader, Mr. Speaker, is 
going to make that clear as well—was 
our side, we thought there was another 
important issue, but the fact of the 
matter is not whether it was debated. 
There would have only been 30 minutes 
a side anyway, a short debate. 

But the fact of the matter is the ma-
jority leader knows that the $1.1 billion 
bill that the Senate passed, even 
though it is not the President’s re-
quest, would have passed on this floor, 
and it would pass on this floor today. 
And NIH and CDC would have the re-
sources, Mr. Speaker, that they need to 
protect the American people. Mr. 
Speaker, that is what we ought to do. 

I now yield to my friend, the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman. 

I think the best thing for the Amer-
ican people is to actually read the bill. 
So let me just read the section that 
you referred to, that you stated that no 
Democrat in Appropriations would sign 
on to, that no Democrats on the other 
side wanted to vote for. It referred to a 
block grant. Let me quote it. This is in 
the bill dealing with Zika. ‘‘For the 
funding for health services provided by 
public health departments, hospitals or 
reimbursed through public health 
plans.’’ 

Seriously, you are opposed to that? 
That is what you are fighting over 
while the mosquitoes begin to grow and 
go beyond State by State? This is what 
we are fighting over? 

That $1.1 billion, added with the 
other $600 million, took place in June. 
Yeah, we couldn’t get to the floor to 
debate it because you wouldn’t give us 
one microphone. But I am sorry, I 
know there is a lot of politics that goes 
around here, but this is not. This is the 
moment, this is the time that we rise 
above it. The American people do not 
deserve that, and I say let’s put this 
paragraph out, let the public read what 
the bill says, and I will promise you, 
the majority wants you to vote for it 
and stop playing games. 

Mr. HOYER. I understand the major-
ity wants to vote for what they want 
us to vote for. They don’t want to 
reach a bipartisan—— 

Mr. MCCARTHY. You voted against 
that. Explain. 

Mr. HOYER. I did vote against that. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. If the gentleman 

would please explain to me what—— 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair would remind Members to direct 
their remarks to the Chair. 

Mr. HOYER. It is so hard, Mr. Speak-
er. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I will be glad to yield to 
my friend. I have a comment, but I will 
yield to him first. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, to the 
gentleman across the aisle, it is true, 
we work closely together on the big 
issues, and we try to find common 
ground. In that spirit, will you tell me 
what in that paragraph you disagree 
with? 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, 
Mr. Speaker, is the gentleman aware 
that the major deliverer of health serv-
ices to women in Puerto Rico is 
through Planned Parenthood? Is the 
gentleman aware of that? 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Did the President 

request, when he requested money, 
that it get delivered that way? Or in 
here may I remind the gentleman what 
I am requesting, ‘‘the funding goes for 
health services provided by public 
health departments, hospitals, or reim-
bursed through public health plans.’’ 

Public health means that is the way 
the health care is provided, so we are 
funding the entities that provide the 

health care, exactly when the Presi-
dent had requested it. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, 
Mr. Speaker, that language was clearly 
designed, as the gentleman knows, as 
the staff knows, and as has been pub-
licized, to preclude one of the agencies 
that delivers health care in Puerto 
Rico from doing so, and that is Planned 
Parenthood that gets public funds. 
This is designed, we believe, to restrict 
it. But let’s put that aside. Let’s say 
we have a disagreement on that. Let’s 
accept that. 

b 1245 
What the Senate said, if we have dis-

agreements on these things, we are 
going to pass a bill that gets that 
money out the door. And they passed it 
68–30, which means approximately one- 
half of the Republicans voted for it be-
cause—and, very frankly—a prede-
cessor of yours, Mr. BLUNT, was a co-
sponsor of that bill—one of my very 
close friends, as you know—along with 
Mrs. MURRAY. 

So, they achieved the objective in the 
United States Senate of doing exactly 
what I think you are actually correct, 
Mr. Speaker, in saying, and that is 
that the people want us to act. 

It is not on the schedule this week. It 
is not on the schedule next week. And 
it ought to be on the schedule for con-
sideration, and it ought to be in a bi-
partisan way, which means that both 
you and I could say that, yes, our sides 
can support this. Without, we have 
some very significant differences, Mr. 
Speaker. We all understand that. The 
American people understand that. And 
we ought not to try to deal with those 
in something as critically important. 

That is what the Senate decided to 
do. That is what ROY BLUNT decided to 
do. That is what Senator MURRAY de-
cided to do. And that is what 68 Mem-
bers of the United States Senate de-
cided to do. 

Now, let’s, just for the sake of argu-
ment, agree that we have a disagree-
ment on the interpretation of what 
that does, but if we have a disagree-
ment, that means that we are not able 
to pass that bill. You may disagree 
with our reasoning, but that is the 
fact. And that is the conclusion the 
United States Senate came to, Mr. 
Speaker. So they did a bill that they 
could agree on in a bipartisan way. 

And I tell you, Mr. Speaker—I will 
reiterate it once again—bring the Sen-
ate bill. It wasn’t our bill. This is a 
Blunt-Murray bill. Mr. BLUNT is the 
former majority leader and majority 
whip and minority whip of the House of 
Representatives. The Senator from 
Missouri, a Republican leader in the 
Senate, sent us a bipartisan bill. 

Let’s take that bill, and whatever 
other differences we have, let’s debate 
them, Mr. Speaker. Those provisions 
can be brought to the floor separate 
and apart, without undermining the 
need to immediately fund the Zika 
public health efforts. 

So, I, again, say to my friend, those 
two issues—and I might also add, per-
haps in closing, that we ought to be 
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dealing with Flint as well, another 
public health issue that has been pend-
ing, Mr. Speaker, for over a year. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Will the gentleman 
yield, before he goes to a new subject? 

Mr. HOYER. I would be glad to yield 
to my friend. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. The only thing I 
want to clarify here is: Do you believe 
in debate and having the opportunity 
for people to air different sides? 

Mr. HOYER. I do. That is why we 
didn’t have a lot of debate because we 
were asking for Mr. KING’s bills to be 
brought to the floor, as I recall. So I do 
believe in that. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Will the gentleman 
yield to me? 

Mr. HOYER. I would be glad to yield 
to the gentleman. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. I would ask the gen-
tleman to join with me, then, in re-
questing that the Democrats on the 
Senate—the filibuster denies the bill to 
even come up for debate, let alone it be 
voted for. So would you not join with 
me in asking the Democrats to stop 
playing politics with a filibuster and 
allow the bill to come up? If the bill 
fails, the bill fails. But it is not even 
being allowed to be debated. 

You were always so good with read-
ing articles, and I don’t know that I 
have ever read one to you, but I would 
like to. If you will indulge me. 
PolitiFact—this is the organization 
that looks at what we say and tries to 
put truth to it. This is the headline: 
‘‘Democrats Stretch Impact of Planned 
Parenthood Exclusions in Zika Bill.’’ 

This is one highlighted: 
‘‘The bill also provided funds that 

would potentially help clinics and hos-
pitals in nearly every municipality on 
the island.’’ 

Could we not agree that that is more 
important than politics? Could we not 
agree that people are being affected 
every day and that those who are 
watching this debate shake their head 
and wonder why we are even having 
this fight? 

In June, we passed a bill. Since that 
time, Democrats in the Senate will not 
even allow it to be debated, not even 
allow it to be debated, to vote it up or 
vote it down. 

There is one thing Americans believe 
in: fairness. And I don’t believe that 
that is fairness, if you deny a bill from 
coming forward. If you deny the bill 
from coming forward, you are blocking 
it. 

So, if you want the true definition of 
what is happening in the Zika battle, it 
is that those on the other side of the 
aisle in the Senate are blocking the 
discussion from even taking place. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, 
they are not blocking anything. They 
passed a bill 68–30. They sent it here, 
and it was blocked from coming to the 
floor. And it would have passed. 

If you believe, as you asked me, do I 
believe, should we consider things, the 
answer, of course, is yes. 

And I said, as an aside, PETER KING, 
the former chairman of the Homeland 

Security Committee has two bills that 
are supported by over 85 percent of the 
American public. Bring them to the 
floor on the premise, Mr. Speaker, that 
we ought to debate, consider, and vote. 
Bring them to the floor. Bring Mr. 
KING’s bills to the floor. Bring the Sen-
ate bill. You know the Senate bill has 
68 votes. 

Mr. Speaker, I will tell the majority 
leader that, had he brought the Senate 
bill to the floor—we were precluded 
from voting on the Senate bill, Mr. 
Speaker. The majority leader just said, 
Oh, we ought to bring the bill to the 
floor. Isn’t that the right thing to do? 
Well, if it is right for the Senate—and 
we can’t control the Senate, but we can 
control the House. And, as a matter of 
fact, Mr. Speaker, as you know, I was 
the majority leader, and I could decide 
whether to bring the bills on the floor 
or not bring them on the floor. The ma-
jority leader has that authority. 

Bring the Senate bill to the floor. If, 
in fact, as the majority leader just said 
we ought to have debate, we ought to 
consider it, and we ought to vote, and 
if it goes down, fine; if it passes, that is 
the will of the House—will of the Sen-
ate, you said. If that is a good premise 
in the Senate, it is an even better 
premise in the House of Representa-
tives. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask my friend, the 
majority leader, to bring that bill to 
the floor. Let’s vote on it. That is what 
he said his premise was and what we 
were committed to. I agree with him. 

I don’t like the filibuster. I don’t like 
the 60-vote rule in the Senate, I will 
tell you that. The 60-vote rule under-
mines democracy. If a bill has 50 per-
cent and a committee reports it out, it 
ought to come to the floor. I agree with 
the majority leader on that. And Mr. 
REID and I have had some discussions 
on that. My colleague Senator CARDIN 
and I have had some discussions on 
that. 

But if it is good for the Senate, it is 
good for the House. And the House does 
that. The majority can rule in this 
House. And if he brings that bill to the 
floor, it will pass. It will pass on Mon-
day, I guarantee the gentleman. 

And I know we need to conclude this. 
In all consideration, Ms. KELLY is com-
ing over to explain to me schedules. 

But this is serious, and I don’t say 
this—the majority leader and I do work 
together. But let’s pass this Zika bill, 
as the Senate passed it, and then have 
the arguments on stuff that we don’t 
agree on. We do agree on the Senate 
bill, at least to the extent it goes, and 
there are things that we don’t agree. 

To make an aside, you stripped the 
Confederate Flag amendment from the 
conference report on the MILCON bill 
because you didn’t want your guys to 
vote on it. Mr. Speaker, I understand 
that. That is why it was done. I didn’t 
like that, but that passed the House, 
stripped out of the bill, not by the Sen-
ate, but by us. But that is an aside. 

It is an aside because, you are right, 
Mr. Speaker, the majority leader is 

right, that doesn’t affect Zika. What 
affects Zika is that $1.1 billion that we 
can get to them on Monday, Mr. Speak-
er. If the majority leader will bring it 
to the floor, we can pass it on suspen-
sion. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the major-
ity leader’s discussion on this matter, 
but we have some critical issues, Mr. 
Speaker, that we need to deal with: 
funding government, getting Zika 
passed, helping the people in Flint, 
funding opioids. We passed a bill. It 
was a good bill. The President signed 
it. We passed it in a bipartisan way, 
but we didn’t fund it. Another health 
crisis. 

We need to address these critical 
matters. These other bills may have 
merit, but they are not a crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, unless the majority 
leader wants to say something further, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE  

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following titles: 

H.R. 3969. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community-based 
outpatient clinic in Laughlin, Nevada, as the 
‘‘Master Chief Petty Officer Jesse Dean VA 
Clinic’’. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2016, TO MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday, September 12, 2016, 
when it shall convene at noon for 
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DOLD). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

9/11 ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, Sunday 
will mark 15 years since the September 
11 attacks. Each year, this anniversary 
seems to sneak up on us faster than it 
did the year before. 

September 11 forever changed who we 
are individually and as a country. It 
prompted grief, fear, and anger. The 
images of the Twin Towers collapsing 
one after the other are just as tragic 
today as they were a decade and a half 
ago. The scene of smoke rising from 
the Pentagon is seared in our memory. 
The gaping hole left in an open Penn-
sylvania field is something we will 
never forget. 

September 11 also brought stories of 
courage, hope, and leadership. It tested 
the resolve of this great Nation. From 
the brave passengers of Flight 93, who 
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